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Why read? 
● To build a culture of literacy in Wellesley High School and your life. 

● To stay informed, increase knowledge, build empathy, develop vocabulary, be 

entertained, relax, and have fun! 

In addition to required reading for your English classes, here is a list of recommended reading 

by genre.  

Please check out your local public library for books, ebooks, audiobooks, and other reading 

material. There is also some additional information at the end of this guide to access free 

ebooks, audiobooks, and other resources. 



Realistic Fiction  Mystery 
On the Come Up 
By Angie Thomas  
Up and coming rapper, Bri, 
must decide whether to sell 
out or face eviction with 
her widowed mother. 

One of Us is Next  
by Karen M. MacManus  
Sequel to One of Us is 
Lying: a game with dangerous 
consequences that's 
targeting students at 
Bayview again.  

Are You Listening?  
By Tillie Walden  
As Bea and Lou roadtrip 
through Texas, they discover 
more about themselves and 
each other, and are finally 
able to come to terms with 
their past. 

The June Boys  
by Court Stevens  
Thea desperately searches 
for her cousin, who may be 
the victim of a serial 
kidnapper. Clues indicate 
that the kidnapper may be 
close to home.   

With the Fire on High 
By Elizabeth Acevedo  
As Emoni balances being a 
mom with school and caring 
for family, her life is 
about making the tough 
decisions.  But what of her 
dream of becoming a chef?  

White Rabbit 
By Caleb Roehrig 
Did April murder her 
boyfriend at the party? Her 
brother has only one night 
to prove her innocence.  

Frankly in Love 
By David Yoon 
High school senior Frank Li 
takes a risk to go after a 
girl his parents would never 
approve of, but his plans 
will leave him wondering if 
he ever really understood 
love--or himself--at all. 

Truly Devious 
By Maureen Johnson 
Ellingham Academy was the 
site of an infamous cold 
case. But now the past has 
crawled out of its grave. 
And someone has gotten away 
with murder. 

Patron Saints of Nothing 
By Randy Ribay 
When Jay Reguero learns his 
Filipino cousin was murdered 
as part of President 
Duterte's war on drugs, he 
flies to the Philippines to 
learn more. 

A Good Girl’s Guide to 
Murder 
By Holly Jackson 
A closed local murder case 
doesn't add up and Pip is 
determined to find the real 
killer. But not everyone 
wants her meddling in the 
past. 

The Field Guide to the 
North American Teenager 
By Ben Philippe 
When Norris, a Black French 
Canadian, starts his junior 
year at an Austin, Texas, 
high school, he views his 
fellow students as clichés 
from "a bad 90s teen movie." 

#Murderfunding 
By Gretchen MacNeil 
Seventeen-year-old Becca 
auditions for a new, 
non-lethal reality show 
featuring Painiacs, hoping 
to prove that her deceased 
mother was not Alcatraz 2.0 
executioner, Molly Mauler. 

 



Fantasy/Sci-Fi  Historical Fiction 
Pet  
By Akwaeke Emezi 
In a near-future society 
that claims to have gotten 
rid of all monstrous people, 
a creature emerges from a 
painting seventeen-year-old 
Jam's mother created, a 
hunter from another world 
seeking a real-life monster. 

The Downstairs Girl 
By Stacey Lee 
A lady’s maid by day,  Jo 
Kuan moonlights at night as 
the pseudonymous author of a 
newspaper advice column for 
the genteel Southern lady.  

The Kingdom of Back 
By Marie Lu 
 
Two siblings. Two brilliant 
talents. But only one 
Mozart. 

Like a Love Story 
By Abdi Nazemian 
This is a bighearted, 
sprawling epic about 
friendship and love and the 
revolutionary act of living 
life to the fullest in the 
face of impossible odds. 

War Girls 
By Tochi Onyebuchi 
In 2172, when much of the 
world is unlivable, sisters 
Onyii and Ify dream of 
escaping war-torn Nigeria 
and finding a better future 
together but are, instead, 
torn apart. 

Lovely War 
By Julie Berry 
A sweeping, multi-layered 
romance set in the perilous 
days of World Wars I and II, 
where gods hold the 
fates--and the hearts--of 
four mortals in their hands. 

Aurora Rising 
By Amie Kaufman and Jay 
Kristof 
A ragtag band of misfits, a 
girl who wakes up from 2 
centuries of cryosleep, and 
possible impending war.  What 
could go wrong?  

The Fountains of Silence 
By Ruta Sepetys 
Set in Madrid, 1957. 
This is an epic, 
heart-wrenching novel about 
identity, unforgettable 
love, repercussions of war, 
and the hidden violence of 
silence.  

City of Savages 
By Lee Kelly  
Phee has street smarts to 
survive in war-torn 
Manhattan, where she has 
grown up as a prisoner in the 
Third World War. Her bookish 
sister, Sky, dreams of escape 

and freedom. 

Code Name Verity 
By Elizabeth Wein 
In 1943, a British spy plane 
crashes in Nazi-occupied 
France. British spy “Verity” 
is captured, and her friend 
Maddie desperately tries to 
find her.  

The Beast Player 
By Nahoko Uehashi 
Orphaned Elin learns to 
use her ability to 
communicate with animals 
as she navigates through 
political unrest.  

The Gentleman’s Guide to 
Vice and Virtue 
By Mackenzi Lee  
A young bisexual British 
lord embarks on an Grand 
Tour of Europe with his best 
friend/secret crush. An 
18th-century romantic 

adventure for the modern age 



 

Nonfiction  Biography/Autobiography/Memoir 
Stamped: Racism, 
Antiracism, and You By 
Jason Reynolds 
This is NOT a history book. 
This is a book about the 
here and now. A book to help 
us better understand why we 
are where we are.  
A book about race. 

Born a Crime  
By Trevor Noah 
Trevor Noah's unlikely path 
from apartheid South Africa 
to the desk of The Daily 
Show began with a criminal 
act: his birth. 

The 57 Bus 
By Dashka Slater 
This riveting nonfiction book 
for teens tells the true 
story of an agender teen who 
was set on fire by another 
teen while riding a bus in 
Oakland, California. 

The Body Papers  
By Grace Talusan 
This book explores the 
fraught contours of the 
author’s own life as a 
Filipino immigrant and 
survivor of racism, cancer, 
and childhood abuse. 

So You Want to Talk About 
Race 
By Ijeoma Oluo 
Offers a contemporary, 
accessible take on the racial 
landscape in America, 
addressing head-on such 
issues as privilege, police 
brutality, intersectionality, 

micro-aggressions, and the 'N' word. 

Notes From a Young Black 
Chef 
By Kwame Onwuachi 
By the time he was 
twenty-seven, Kwame Onwuachi 
had competed on Top Chef, 
cooked at the White House, 
and opened and closed one of 
the most talked about 
restaurants in America. 

Astrophysics for People in 
a Hurry By Neil deGrasse 
Tyson 
What is the nature of space 
and time? How do we fit 
within the universe? How does 
the universe fit within us? 

Hey, Kiddo 
By Jarrett Krosoczka 
Hey, Kiddo  is a profoundly 
important memoir about 
growing up in a family 
grappling with addiction, 
and finding the art that 
helps you survive. 

Educated 
By Tara Westover 
A memoir about a young girl 
who, kept out of school, 
leaves her survivalist 
family and goes on to earn a 
PhD from Cambridge 
University. 

Becoming 
By Michelle Obama 
An autobiography of lawyer 
and American First Lady 
Michelle Obama. 

Dreamland: The True Tale 
of America’s Opiate 
Epidemic  
By Sam Quinones 
From a small town in Mexico 
to the boardrooms of Big 
Pharma to main streets 
nationwide, an explosive and 
shocking account of 

addiction in the heartland of America. 

Almost American Girl 
By Robin Ha 
A powerful and moving teen 
graphic novel memoir about 
immigration, belonging, and 
how arts can save a 
life—perfect for fans of 
American Born Chinese and 
Hey, Kiddo . 

 



 

Podcasts - it’s like reading with your ears 
Here are a few interesting podcasts to check out. You can also 

try your hand at making your own podcasts . 
 Nonfiction  Fiction 

Hidden Brain 
"science and storytelling to reveal 
the unconscious patterns that drive 
human behavior, shape our choices 
and direct our relationships" 

Welcome to Nightvale 
It's like Twilight Zone set in a 
sleepy, creepy, desert town. 

Stuff You Missed in 
History Class 
Little-known history comes to life. 

 

Myth and Legends  
Ancient folklore (Heroes, Vikings, 
dragons, wizards, magic, kings, 
etc.) told with a modern voice. 

Who Would Win? 
Debated showdowns between 
fictional characters from comics, 
sci-fi, and fantasy 

Wolf 359 
"Tune into your home away from 
home... seven and a half light 
years away from Earth...  

We are YA 
Young adult authors dish on what 
they are up to in this time of social 
distancing. 

The Adventure Zone 
For D&D fans, you know who you 
are, this is a comedy adventure 
that has also resulted in two 
best-selling graphic novels: The 

Adventure Zone: Here There Be Gerblins! And 
Murder on the Rockport Limited. 

Books and Boba 
Featuring books and conversation 
with Asian and Asian American 
authors  
 

Penumbra 
A story written for everyone who 
loves stories and wants to see 
themselves in a story that 
combines science fiction, 

swashbucklers, high fantasy, horror, and mystery.  

The Habitat 
True story of six volunteers who are 
picked to live on a fake planet 
simulating Mars. 
 

Lore 
“Sometimes the truth is more 
frightening than fiction.” Real life 
events that spawned our darkest 
nightmares. From the executive 
producer of The Walking Dead. 

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662070097/starting-your-podcast-a-guide-for-students
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510308/hidden-brain
http://www.welcometonightvale.com/
http://www.welcometonightvale.com/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/stuff-you-missed-in-history-cl-21124503/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/stuff-you-missed-in-history-cl-21124503/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/stuff-you-missed-in-history-cl-21124503/
https://www.mythpodcast.com/
https://whowouldwinshow.com/
https://whowouldwinshow.com/
https://www.wolf359.fm/
https://www.wolf359.fm/
https://anchor.fm/we-are-ya/episodes/The-Check-In-Ruta-Sepetys-ec4i7g?ref=PRH719DF2C73A70&linkid=PRH719DF2C73A70&cdi=3A0FA8909DD15EDBE0534FD66B0ABF04&template_id=16278&aid=randohouseinc5094-20
https://anchor.fm/we-are-ya/episodes/The-Check-In-Ruta-Sepetys-ec4i7g?ref=PRH719DF2C73A70&linkid=PRH719DF2C73A70&cdi=3A0FA8909DD15EDBE0534FD66B0ABF04&template_id=16278&aid=randohouseinc5094-20
https://maximumfun.org/podcasts/adventure-zone/
http://www.thepenumbrapodcast.com/
https://gimletmedia.com/shows/the-habitat
https://www.lorepodcast.com/


 

 
  
 

The WHS Library Reading website has more information on where to find 
free ebooks, audiobooks and other reading material. There are also 
links to resources to recommend books based on what you liked reading 
before like, What Should I Read Next? and Literature Map Also check 
out some book trailers and maybe try your hand at making your own. 
We’d love to showcase your recommendations and book trailers. Email us 
with any questions and follow us on Instagram @wellesleyhslibrary for 
the latest library news. Have a great summer and happy reading! 

 

 
Questions? Check our website: www.wellesleyhslibrary.com or email  
Ms. Fiske: fiskea@wellesleyps.org or Ms. Chu: chue@wellesleyps.org  

Follow us on Instagram @wellesleyhslibrary for the latest updates 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0VNbZvu7QdCu1VA3czwgQ8Dsz8SfxKUa_AM3cgdXvD7_MAg/viewform
https://www.wellesleyhslibrary.com/reading.html
https://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/
https://www.literature-map.com/
https://www.wellesleyhslibrary.com/trailers-reviews-and-more.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sh9yO8Sawte-Ygf8R5zbqByzESa1zBEbs_lJlUUy6rc/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/xh9Mvm8fEPQNEPX46
http://www.wellesleyhslibrary.com/
mailto:fiskea@wellesleyps.org
mailto:chue@wellesleyps.org

