
Search like a Librarian

Keep It Simple, Google knows how to search for things you don’t need to be too 
specific.

Spelling Doesn’t Matter, As long as it’s pretty close, Google can usually figure out 
what it means.

Gradually Add Search Terms, Sometimes simple won’t get the results you expect 
simply add search terms until you do get results.

Use Words That A Website Would Use, Try not to search as you would speak, 
websites try to use language that sounds professional.

Use Important Words, Searching with too many words can limit your results try to 
use only the important words.



Google Search Tips

When a user types in a search and clicks on the 
I’m Feeling Lucky button the user will be taken 
directly to the first search result, bypassing the 
search engine results page.

A regular Google search brings up the 
most relevant pages relating to your 
keywords



Use the Tabs

On the top of every search are a number of tabs. 
Usually you’ll see All, Image, News, Videos, 
Shopping and More. 

Using these tabs, you can help define what kind of 
search you need to do.  If you need images, use 
the Image tab. If you are looking for a recent news 
article, use the News tab.



Use Quotes for Exact Match

If you search free iphone apps, the engine will search 
for content that contains those three words in any 
order. The search on the previous page has 1 billion 
910 million results.

However if you search “free iphone apps” the search 
will look for that phrase exactly as you typed it. This 
can help unbury more relevant results.  The search 
with quotes has 419 thousand results.



Use a Hyphen to exclude words

This tells the search engine to search for 
mustangs but to remove any results that have 
the word car of cars in it. 

This can be very helpful when finding 
information about something without getting 
information about something else.



Use the Asterisk wildcard

Use a * symbol if you’re after a specific 
result but can’t remember one or more 
keywords. 

This is especially useful if you’re trying to 
find a movie, book, or song title.

It’s also a brilliant way to find song lyrics if 
you don’t know the words.



Use Tilde for Synonyms 

Let’s say you want to include a word in your 
search, but also want to include results that 
contain similar words. 

To do this, use the ~ in front of the word.

In the example we want soccer and also 
football but we don’t want American football.



Use a Site: to search 
specific sites

There may be an instance where you need to 
Google search for articles or content on a 
certain website.

This will search for all content about Jarrett 
Stidham but only on patriots.com. 

All other search results will be removed. If you 
need to find specific content on a particular 
site, this is the shortcut you can use.



Use Related: to find similar sites

Let’s say you have a favorite website. It can be 
anything however, that site is getting a little bit 
boring and you want to find other websites like it. 

You can use this trick
Related:name of website

If you search that above, you won’t find a link to 
Amazon. Instead, you’ll find links to online stores 
like Amazon. 

It’s a neat way you can find new sites to browse.



Use OR for Multiple Phrases at 
Once

Sometimes you may not find what you want by 
searching a single word or phrase.

“Best way to prepare for a job interview” OR “How 
to prepare for a job interview”



Use Google to do Math

Google will do math and can solve many 
formula’s and equations.

It is important to note that it won’t solve all 
math problems, but it will solve a good number 
of them. Here are a couple of examples of the 
syntax:

8 * 5 + 5

Planck’s Constant



Quick Searchs

Define 

Time

Weather

Stock Price

Unit Conversions


