
321165 Report.indd   1321165 Report.indd   1 8/3/22   11:21 AM8/3/22   11:21 AM



A MESSAGE FROM THE TRUSTEES
The Trustees are thrilled to have helped bring the spectacular  
interior renovation of the Main Library to the Wellesley  
community.  It would not have happened without the Library’s 
staff, wonderful supporting organizations, and generous  
residents. We are excited to see how the new spaces will  
transform the way our patrons use the Library, and will continue  
to look for ways to enhance Library services as we begin our  
next Strategic Plan this fall. 

The Trustees are extremely grateful to our extraordinary Library 
Director and to the entire WFL staff for navigating the upheaval  
of the past two years, and proud that the Library has been able  
to maintain and strengthen its commitment to you, our patrons.

Marla Robinson, Ann Howley, Ann Rappaport
Diane Savage, Maura Murphy, Linshi Li

Why We Love the Library:  “Lots of nice people.”   “I love the library because BOOKS!”   “I love the origami butterflies in the kids room!”  “Books, art, tables, comfy chairs - the VIBE is good.”   “The High School Room.”   “I love the study rooms!”   “Video games.”

Marla Robinson, Chair
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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
With support from the community, The Wellesley Free Library 
Foundation, The Friends of the Wellesley Free Library and the Board 
of Library Trustees, the beautifully renovated Wellesley Free Library 
reopened in November of 2021. Vibrant changes seen in the newly 
designed Welcome Center, Commons, Children’s Room and on the 
second floor reflect a deeply thoughtful response to a paradigm 
shift in the ways the Library is used as a resource center, gateway  
to ideas, community gathering place and cultural destination.

COVID changed the library and the world in ways that would 
have been hard to imagine pre-pandemic. Online story time, book 
clubs and author visits via Zoom, increased access to free e-books, 
free audio books, and other virtual technology all helped meet the 
needs of our patrons during COVID.  These proved to be important 
and popular services that the Library continues to provide.

We have experienced a sea change in our library and in our lives. 
With gratitude, new knowledge and optimism, we will chart a 
course that ensures a successful future for WFL, regardless the tides.

Jamie Jurgensen 
Director

An interior renovation that transformed the Main Library to better meet the needs, enhance the experience and enrich the lives  
of the Wellesley community was completed in the fall of 2021. A Commons Room, nine new meeting rooms, a wonder-filled  
Children’s Room and spacious areas to browse, work and play all elevate the exceptional library service that places Wellesley 
Free Library at the heart of the community. The Library is deeply grateful to the WFL Foundation for providing $600,000 toward 
the Main Library renovation. Sincere thanks to all the donors who supported the project so generously and to the Foundation 
Board and Campaign Committee who worked tirelessly to make their first capital campaign such a resounding success.

Why We Love the Library:  “Lots of nice people.”   “I love the library because BOOKS!”   “I love the origami butterflies in the kids room!”  “Books, art, tables, comfy chairs - the VIBE is good.”   “The High School Room.”   “I love the study rooms!”   “Video games.”
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Why We Love the Library:  “Because it has amazing books. It has nice staff, and it has good entertainment.”   “I love the games.”
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The Wellesley Free Library Foundation
The WFL Foundation Gala is their signature event, eagerly anticipated by library supporters as an opportunity  
for gathering together as a community as well as for lifting paddles to raise funds. This year the Gala was held on  
April 7, 2022 at the Wellesley Country Club. The WFL Foundation works throughout the year to raise the private  
support necessary for our library to remain a leader among libraries in Massachusetts.

The Friends of the Wellesley Free Libraries
After a two-year hiatus, the beloved Friends spring book sale returned in May 2022. The energy in the 
room was electric as shoppers perused a sea of books in every genre imaginable. The four-day sale was 
a huge success, thanks to the wholehearted support of community shoppers, volunteers, and everyone 
who donated books to the Friends. After the sale, the Friends gave several local nonprofit organizations  
a generous number of unsold books, furthering the Friends’ mission as a community partner.

THANK YOU
The Wellesley Free Library enjoys support from two outstanding supporting organizations, The Wellesley Free Library Foundation 
and the Friends of the WFL.  These partners provide private funds for enhancements to Library services including many programs  
for adults and children, technology education, and community resources such as English language learning and the Heroes Garden 
at Fells Branch. The Library Foundation notably provided $600,000 from their first capital campaign to help defray the Town’s  
cost of the Main Library renovation.  The Friends sponsored the Library’s reopening celebration on November 6, an event that  
showcased the newly useful and beautiful spaces to hundreds of community members.  Thank you to these estimable partners!  
Over the past two years they have gone above and beyond their usual meaningful work in support of the Wellesley Free Library.

Why We Love the Library:  “Because it has amazing books. It has nice staff, and it has good entertainment.”   “I love the games.” “I love all the e-resources the library has to offer. Especially hoopla!”   “I love the used book sale.”   “I love the helpful staff! Thank you!”
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Fells Branch Library Heroes Garden

Why We Love the Library:   “It's so fun.”   “You don't have to buy books!”   “I love the comfy chairs in the magazine room.”   “Great staff!” “Wonderful space! Diverse collection!”   “I love the artwork, the galleries.”   “I love that I can read as many manga + graphic novels as I want!”

Join us at the Heroes Garden for a family- 
friendly event to celebrate the grand opening  
of this joyous and beautiful natural space on 

October 1, 2022.

The learn and play Heroes Garden at the 
Fells Branch Library offers children access 
to open space with hands-on, open-ended 
play opportunities. The Heroes Garden 
was made possible by the generosity of an 
anonymous donor in honor of our everyday 
heroes - Wellesley’s first responders.

The design of the garden is inspired by the 
Library’s mission, as well as by the natural 
world. It allows children to experience  
an outdoor place to gather, encourages 
imagination and supports creativity.

The Garden’s features and programs help  
us all appreciate the world’s natural 
elements: wind, water, soil, sound and sun. 

Many thanks to Wellesley’s DPW and  
NRC for incorporating the Heroes Garden 
into the Town’s pollinator corridor and for 
partnering with us to build understanding 
and respect for sustainable practices.

The garden features a four-season  
fountain, a story-time chair, outdoor  
musical instruments, native plants, a  
playhouse and raised garden beds.

Additional support from the Wellesley  
Free Library Foundation, Wellesley’s 
Community Preservation Committee,  
the John and Ann-Mara Lanza family  
and the Wellesley Garden Study Club  
is greatly appreciated.
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Charting a Course:  
The Next Five Years
Every five years, the Library Director, working with the Trustees, creates a Strategic Plan for the Wellesley Free Library. Their 
top priority throughout this effort is to ensure that the WFL is meeting the needs of our patrons.  They look for what patrons like 
and find helpful, what they would consider changing and which new services and opportunities they might want to see.

The Trustees and staff set the WFL’s goals and direction for the next five years primarily through patron feedback and input. 
This information is acquired directly from patrons through surveys, focus groups, and observational studies as well as through 
informal and formal discussions. In addition, Town demographics (including the age and diversity of our population) and 
general trends in the library world such as emerging technologies, new service models, community outreach opportunities 
and circulation trends are reviewed.

Further considerations include aligning with Town-wide initiatives such as the Unified Plan, the Climate Action Plan and 
the Wellesley Public Schools Strategic Plan. Special thought is given to challenges that the Library may face in the coming 
years and to opportunities for strengthening our partnerships with the WFL Foundation and the Friends of the WFL. We look 
forward to participation from the community on this project.

Why We Love the Library:   “It's so fun.”   “You don't have to buy books!”   “I love the comfy chairs in the magazine room.”   “Great staff!” “Wonderful space! Diverse collection!”   “I love the artwork, the galleries.”   “I love that I can read as many manga + graphic novels as I want!”
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W ELLESLEY FREE LIBR ARY
530 Washington Street
Wellesley, MA 02482

nonprofit org

u.s. postage

paiD
permit #5732 

boston, ma

OUR MISSION
The WFL mission is to serve  
as a community gathering place,  
a cultural destination, and a  
gateway to ideas for residents of  
all ages and interests. Through  
books, media, technology, and  
innovative programs, the Wellesley 
Free Library provides free and  
convenient access to information  
both within and beyond our walls.

TRANSFORMING YOUR CONNECTION
Our website www.wellesleyfreelibrary.org is open 24 hours per day/7 days a week
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