
WFL National Writing Month Prompts 

 

Children Prompts 

• Like a dragon, you magically ... 

• Write about a magical forest that changes with the seasons. 

• Write about a kid who finds a special rock that grants wishes. 

• Write about a little ghost overcoming its fear of people. 

• There once was a little boy who ate nothing but oranges. What happened to him? 

• Make up a story about where thunder comes from. 

• A kid gets to be invisible for one day. What happens? 

• If you had to have an animal body part, what would you want and why? 

• A squirrel makes their first trip alone to the nut grove in the forest. 

• A young gnome searches for forest treasure and finds a special stone. 

• A young fairy prince loses a tooth and anxiously awaits his first visit from the tooth fairy. 

• Write a story that combines a hot dog, a skateboard, and a rose. 

• Write a story about a misunderstood monster. 

• Write a story from the perspective of a dog 

 

Teen/Tween Prompts 

• You wake up one morning and discover you have superpowers, so you ... 

• Most teachers have eyes in the back of their heads, but ... 

• As the clock struck midnight, strange glowing lights appeared in the abandoned house at 

the end of the street, catching your attention... What happens next? 

• Make up a story about where thunder comes from. 

• Write a story using these five words: bubblegum, stapler, spoon, lightbulb, strawberry. 

• Give me a Noun.  Give me a Verb.  Give me a Place that you know.  Once upon a time, a 

NOUN was VERBING to the PLACE.  Tell what happened next. 

• Finish this story: “One thing I’ll never do again,” she said, “Is go on vacation with an 

alpaca.” 

• Write a story about visiting an old lady who lives deep in the woods. 

• You’re a scientist and you’ve just discovered a new type of bug. Describe what it looks 

like, where it’s from and what you’re going to call it. 



• You’re walking down the street when you see someone who looks exactly like you. 

• How would your life be different if you didn’t have access to a computer, video games or 

your phone? 

• A vengeful ghost haunts the basketball court at a small school. 

• Ryan is grappling with a massive decision. Begin the story with “I think this is a sign.” 

• Answer the witch's question:  What are you?   

• Where do all the missing socks go? 

• Write a story that combines a television, lipstick, and a piggy bank. 

• Write a story that combines a winter coat, a park, and a grizzly bear. 

• Write a story about a misunderstood monster. 

 

Adult Prompts 

• “There was a ring in his teacup…” 

• You get a text message from an unknown number saying, “Meet me outside. Now.” 

• You find a hand-written note on your windshield that says, “Drive west for 100 miles.” 

• In his rearview mirror an Uber driver notices ... 

• You’ll never believe what the psychic said! The next time there is snow ... 

• The first time I heard about him/her, I had a feeling ... 

• The aquarium workers were on strike, and I couldn’t just leave the tank of sharks in the 

parking lot, so I ... 

• “Pick a profession, say carpentry or cooking. List all the verbs you can think of 

associated with that profession on the left side of the page.  On the right side of the page, 

list unrelated nouns.  Start to write sentences with one verb and one noun. Keep going. 

• Write about a single meal you ate in your childhood. Describe the food, the people at the 

table, and the conversation. 

• Choose a painful or difficult childhood memory and write it down as honestly as you can. 

Do not censor or beautify it. Just let it out. 

• Write a dialogue scene between two characters who despise each other. Put them in a 

small, unavoidable space like a car or a waiting room and see what they say. 

• Write a short scene based on a snippet of a one-sided cell phone conversation you 

overheard in public. Create the other half of the dialogue and build the scene around it. 

• What have you held onto too long? 

• Write a story that combines a set of keys, a special piece of jewelry, and a bowl of soup. 

• Read a book and circle some words on a page. Use those words to craft a poem. 

Alternatively, you can cut out words and phrases from magazines. 

• I swore I would never tell anyone what really happened.... 



• Write a dialogue between a set of estranged twins. 


